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                                                  PA Social Studies 4 (2 of 2) 

Course Description:  
Social Studies 4 (2 of 2) explores the geography, economy, and history of Pennsylvania from the French and 
Indian War to modern day. Topics include colonial wars and Pennsylvania’s role in the American Revolution; 
physical and human features of Pennsylvania; the state’s natural resources and economy; growth of 
Philadelphia and the entire state after the American Revolution; life in early 19th century Pennsylvania; and 
the modern Pennsylvania government and economy. A timeline of historical events and a project guides 
students through research and writing that explains why Pennsylvania played such a significant role in the 
outcome of the Revolutionary War. 

Course Objectives: 
 

• Describe the conflicts between colonists and Native Americans.  
• Explain how taxation led to conflict between Britain and the colonies.  
• Describe the role of Pennsylvania in the Continental Congress.  
• Identify key battles in Pennsylvania during the American Revolution.  
• Identify important Pennsylvania leaders during the American Revolution.  
• Explain how the Pennsylvania Declaration of Rights and the Pennsylvania Constitution shaped the 

writing of the US Constitution.  
• Explain how the Industrial Revolution affected Pennsylvania.  
• Identify important African Americans in Pennsylvania history.  
• Describe the suffrage movement.  
• Describe settlement patterns and their relationship to natural resources in early 19th century 

Pennsylvania.  
• Identify the importance of voting in local, state, and national elections.  
• Identify economic activities that the US government oversees.  
• Identify changes in transportation and technology from 1800s to modern Pennsylvania.  
• Describe how changes in communication and technology have affected health services and the retail 

economy in Pennsylvania.  
• Describe how the economy has affected settlement patterns.  

 

Required Materials:  
 

• There are no materials in this course. 
 

Course Overview:  
 
Unit 1: Colonial Wars and American Revolution Begins 

• Lesson 1: French and Indian War 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Britain versus France 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Washington and Franklin 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Seven Years War 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: French and Indian War 
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• Activity 5: Independent Practice: French and Indian War 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: French and Indian War 

• Lesson 2: Local Conflicts 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: War with Local Tribes 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Dunmore's War 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Conflicts over Local Borders 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Local Conflicts 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Local Conflicts 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Local Conflicts 

• Lesson 3: Rising Tension with Great Britain 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Taxation on the Colonies 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Letters from a Farmer 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: First Continental Congress 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Tension with Britain 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Tension with Britain 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Tension with Britain 

• Lesson 4: Revolution Begins 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Shots Fired 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Second Continental Congress 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Continental Army 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Revolution Begins 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Revolution Begins 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Revolution Begins 

• Lesson 5: Setting the Stage for the Revolution 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: PA Political Leaders 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: PA Declaration of Rights 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Declaration of Independence 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Setting the Stage 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Setting the Stage 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Setting the Stage 
• Activity 7: Unit Review: Colonial Wars and Revolution Begins 
• Activity 8: Unit Exam: Colonial Wars and Revolution Begins 

Unit 2: Pennsylvania in the American Revolution 
• Lesson 6: People and Places 

• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: American Troops 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Philadelphia's Role 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Key Battles in PA 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: People and Places 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: People and Places 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: People and Places 

• Lesson 7: Pennsylvania Patriots 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Military Leaders 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Thomas Paine 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Betsy Ross 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Pennsylvania Patriots 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Pennsylvania Patriots 
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• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Pennsylvania Patriots 
• Lesson 8: Routes and Transport in Pennsylvania 

• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Types of Route and Transport 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: War Routes and Transport 
• Activity 3: Guided Practice: Routes and Transport 
• Activity 4: Independent Practice: Routes and Transport 
• Activity 5: Revolution Timeline Project: Overview 
• Activity 6: Project: Revolution Project: Step 1 Overview 
• Activity 7: Checkpoint: Routes and Transport 

• Lesson 9: Foundational Documents 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Articles of Confederation 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Pennsylvania Constitution 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Influence of PA Constitution 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Foundational Documents 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Foundational Documents 
• Activity 6: Revolution Timeline Project: Step 2 Choose Events 
• Activity 7: Checkpoint: Historical Documents 

• Lesson 10: The End of the Revolution 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Battle of Yorktown 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Treaty of Paris 
• Activity 3: Guided Practice: End of the Revolution 
• Activity 4: Independent Practice: End of the Revolution 
• Activity 5: Revolution Timeline Project: Step 3 Create the Timeline 
• Activity 6: Submit Revolution Timeline Project 
• Activity 7: Checkpoint: End of the Revolution 
• Activity 8: Unit Review: PA in the American Revolution 
• Activity 9: Unit Exam: PA in the American Revolution 

Unit 3: After the Revolution 
• Lesson 11: Philadelphia After the Revolution 

• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Philadelphia, US Capitol 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: PA Influence on US History 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Constitutional Convention 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: After the Revolution 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: After the Revolution 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: After the Revolution 

• Lesson 12: African American Lives 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Act to End Slavery 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Free African Society 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Allen and the A.M.E. Church 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: African American Lives 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: African American Lives 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: African American Lives 

• Lesson 13: Westward Expansion 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: New Treaties 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Erie Triangle 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Allegheny Districts 
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• Activity 4: Direct Instruction: National Road 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Westward Expansion 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Westward Expansion 

• Lesson 14: Politics in Pennsylvania 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Whiskey Rebellion 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Political Parties 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: War of 1812 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Politics in PA 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Politics in PA 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Politics in PA 

• Lesson 15: Growth of Industry 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Industrial Revolution 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Coal Mining 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Textile Production 
• Activity 4: Direct Instruction: Logging 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Growth of Industry 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Growth of Industry 
• Activity 7: Unit Review: After the Revolution 
• Activity 8: Unit Exam: After the Revolution 

Unit 4: Life in Early 19th Century Pennsylvania 
• Lesson 16: Labor Relations 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Work and Wages 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Indentured Servants 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Enslaved People 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Labor Relations 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Labor Relations 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Labor Relations 
• Lesson 17: The Rights of the People 

• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Women's Rights 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: The Suffrage Movement 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Immigrants 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Rights of the People 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Rights of the People 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Rights of the People 

• Lesson 18: Innovations in Transport 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Steam Locomotive 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Pennsylvania Canal 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Erie Canal 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Innovations in Transport 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Innovations in Transport 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Innovations in Transport 

• Lesson 19: Population and Cities 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Population Growth 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Treaty of Fort Wayne 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Growth of Philadelphia 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Population and Cities 
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• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Population and Cities 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Population and Cities 

• Lesson 20: Growth of Pennsylvania Counties and Townships 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Growth of PA Counties 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Growth of PA Townships 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Economic Growth in PA 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Counties and Townships Grow 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Counties and Townships Grow 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Counties and Townships Grow 
• Activity 7: Unit Review: Life in Early 19th Century PA 
• Activity 8: Unit Exam: Life in Early 19th Century PA 

Unit 5: Modern Pennsylvania Government 
• Lesson 21: Local Government 

• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Local Government Duties 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Local Government Services 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Voting for Local Government 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Local Government 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Local Government 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Local Government 

• Lesson 22: State Government 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: State Government Duties 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: State Government Services 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Voting for State Government 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: State Government 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: State Government 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: State Government 

• Lesson 23: National Government 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: National Government Duties 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: National Government Services 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Voting in National Government 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: National Government 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: National Government 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: National Government 

• Lesson 24: Pennsylvania Government and Economy 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Pennsylvania and Businesses 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: State and Local Taxes 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Travel and Tourism 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: PA Government and Economy 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: PA Government and Economy 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: PA Government and Economy 

• Lesson 25: National Government and Economy 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Business and Trade 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Banking 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Department of Labor 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: US Government and Economy 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: US Government and Economy 
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• Activity 6: Checkpoint: US Government and Economy 
• Activity 7: Unit Review: Modern Pennsylvania Government 
• Activity 8: Unit Exam: Modern Pennsylvania Government 

Unit 6: Modern Pennsylvania Economy 
• Lesson 26: Changes in Transport and Technology 

• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Location of Resources 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Modern Manufacturing in PA 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Modern Farming in PA 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Modern Transport and Tech 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Modern Transport and Tech 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Modern Transport and Tech 

• Lesson 27: Modern Wholesale and Retail Business 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Modern Wholesale and Retail 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Wholesale and Retail in PA 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Factors affecting Business 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Modern Business 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Modern Business 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Modern Business 

• Lesson 28: Communication and Technology 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Telecommunication 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Internet 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Fiber Optics 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Communication Technology 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Communication Technology 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Communication Technology 

• Lesson 29: PA Entrepreneurs 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Entrepreneurship 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Past PA Entrepreneurs 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Modern PA Entrepreneurs 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: PA Entrepreneurs 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: PA Entrepreneurs 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: PA Entrepreneurs 

• Lesson 30: Economy and Modern Settlement Patterns 
• Activity 1: Direct Instruction: Cities and Suburbs 
• Activity 2: Direct Instruction: Rural Areas 
• Activity 3: Direct Instruction: Movement of Jobs 
• Activity 4: Guided Practice: Modern Settlement Patterns 
• Activity 5: Independent Practice: Modern Settlement Patterns 
• Activity 6: Checkpoint: Modern Settlement Patterns 
• Activity 7: Unit Review: Modern Pennsylvania Economy 
• Activity 8: Unit Exam: Modern Pennsylvania Economy 

 
 
 


